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Concept Paper
Anti-Corruption Dialogue in the Education Sector -  May 2010
1. Introduction

The education sector is the largest or second largest budget item in most countries, and opportunities for corrupt practices are numerous. It is difficult to measure the prevalence of corruption but it is fair to estimate that it is widespread in South and South East Asia, and endemic in many countries in the Balkans, the former Soviet Union and Africa.
Where corruption is rampant there is a great risk that social trust may wither away and that the development potential of whole countries may be undermined. Adolescents often become familiar with corruption at schools and universities.

When this happens, a central role of the education sector - namely the imparting of ethical values and behaviour - becomes impossible, resulting in corruption becoming the norm at all levels of society.

2. Background on ACD in Vietnam
In 2007, Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung made a decision and assigned GI to regularly organise a dialogue on Anti-Corruption in Vietnam twice a year
. ACDs have become a strategic entry where interested DPs and Vietnamese institutions can discuss frankly and openly the issues related to corruption concerned by both sides as well as how DPs effectively and in a coordinated manner can cooperate with Vietnam to combat corruption. Sweden has been invited by the Government to act as DPs coordinator to organise ACDs 

Since then six ACDs have been organised and addressed different issues, for example media roles, transparency and accountability in construction investment projects, corruption perception and impact on poverty in the health sector, etc. 
The seventh ACD will be focused on the Education sector. 
3. Anti-Corruption Dialogue – Working Principles 
The ACD is believed by both GoV and DPs to be the need for and value of an open, frank and flexible mechanism for dialogue on a broad range of corruption and anti-corruption issues, but also on specific and special concerns in the selected sectors. 

The ACD is expected to contribute to the fight against corruption by providing inputs for sector policy considerations and stimulate constructive debates on the implementation of the Law on Anti-Corruption (LAC) and the United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC) from the sectoral perspectives.
The ACD continues to provide an important vehicle for strengthened cooperation between GoV and DPs in the area of anti-corruption. This on-going consultations have allowed for open, frank and transparent dialogues aimed at stimulating the development of new and innovative ways to solve problems, and combine resources and activities in order to improve both GoV’s and DPs’ effort in anti-corruption efforts.   
5. Activities prior to the ACD 
GI will take lead in carrying out the following activities:

- A survey on the corruption situation in the Education sector

- A follow-up roundtable workshop on progress after the 6th ACD in the Health sector.  
It is also expected that some DPs will also carry out relevant studies and host roundtable workshops as they did in the past. The topics for studies and roundtable workshops could be in the education related areas, for examples budget transparency, public expenditures, procurement, salaries, formula funding, teacher recruitment and postings, embezzlement of funds, illegal charges, etc.   
6. Tentative Format at the ACD

The programme will be structured as of the sixth ACD. Time allocation between the GoV and DPs remains unchanged. 

The programme consists of two session including Qs and As. 

Session 1 will include two presentations, one on the AC progress and Implementation of the Law and UNCAC and the other on corruption cases and settlements by concerned Ministries (Public Security, Health…)
Section 2 will be focused on corruption issues in the Education sector. GI will present the results of the survey and DPs will make a joint presentation on their findings.

All presentations will be prepared in PPT format and kept short and simple. It is noted by GI that reading the reports will not be accepted so as to have more time for discussions. 

The ACD will be co-chaired by GI, OSCAC, Ministry of Education and Training and the Embassy of Sweden. 

7. Activities after the ACD
A consolidated report on the ACD including key findings, conclusions and recommendations/follow-up actions shall be jointly prepared by GI, OSCAC and the Embassy of Sweden. The report shall be presented at the Mid-term CG meeting by GI.

6. Participants

About 80 participants from Vietnamese agencies will be invited to participate in the ACD including concerned ministries, National Assembly Committees, local authorities, colleges/universities and media.  
About 80 participants from DPs will be invited including diplomatic delegations, bilateral and multilateral development agencies, NGOs. 

About 60 reporters from difference media agencies will be invited to cover the ACD.   
Roundtable seminars, interested DPs, Vietnamese partners and experts will participate upon the invitation by GI and host organisations.  

7. Timing and venue
  Roundtable workshops are planned during 13 – 19 May 2010. 

The ACD is tentatively scheduled on 28 May, 2010 AM in Hanoi at Daewoo Hotel, 360 Kim Ma street. 
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